Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Happy summer. We are about halfway through the summer of 2025 and we hope you are
enjoying the lake on these hot summer days. Here are a few things that we have been doing
since the last newsletter. Make sure you take time to enjoy the lakes!

Chemical Treatment in Middle Bolton Lake: On July 15th SOLitude Lake Management
treated Middle Bolton Lake using ProcellaCOR for milfoil and Flumioxazin for fanwart. This is
the first time the lake has been treated with ProcellaCOR. The promise is that this chemical has
a longer effect on the milfoil, up to three years. So far, the results look good.

There was conflicting information about restrictions during and after treatment from the Hartford
Courant, the town of Vernon and SOLitude. Marty Sitler, Director of Vernon Parks & Recreation,
reached out to SOLitude to try and reconcile the differences and make sure it does not happen
in the future. While the restrictions for use placed on the chemicals by the EPA do not include
any restrictions on swimming, fishing or boating, the company SOLitude finds that the treatment
works better if the water body is not disturbed for 24 hours.

Hydrilla: The biggest threat to our lakes is the invasive aquatic species, hydrilla. Hydrilla is in
the Connecticut River and several lakes in the state. Middle Bolton Lake has the dubious
distinction of being the fourth lake in the state to have a confirmed infestation of the Connecticut
River variant of hydrilla. Fortunately, it was manually pulled when it was found two years ago
and repeated searches for remnants have not found any sign, but that was luck more than
anything else. Hydrilla can take over a lake in a matter of years. It forms mats of dense growth
that choke out native plants, kill fish, and drop property values. The best defense is to keep it
out of our lakes. You can help by always cleaning, draining and drying your boat if you take it to
other water bodies and encourage others who use our lakes to do the same. Remember to use
the FBL suspicious plant reporting tool found on our webpage, found here, if there are any
plants you are unsure of. Here is a link to the US Army Corp of Engineers project on
Connecticut River Hydrilla.

Crosswalk at the Boat Launch on Hatch Hill Road: FBL members Ann Bonney and Joyce
Armstrong, along with the FBL board, have been working with Chief Marc Petruzzi of the Vernon
police department to make the boat launch on Hatch Hill Road safer for people crossing the
street between the parking lot/boat launch and the Upper Lake. Just last week, the Vernon
Department of Public Works reconfigured the guardrail and painted a crosswalk between the
parking lot and the Upper Lake. In addition, they installed pedestrian crossing signs. At the


https://friendsofboltonlakes-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/2iOpu35zTd4vAND-J1ITJGNE9WH62Ad7pB4ynGJW5rUM1doldmAHKjvS_kEm0F2X9pHQKjjT49GSw79CR-KbT6wMLym5bXhIoUHZOE_tByt1QbntXk44PE7Cocq7IJlnJYdZEMITC1E3ehfgcX9a2xU4CVdrPggNaaCSsg38_s5-1FpQL2F_pZ7Y3lqokTcD75Hf44oSTdWJs2jwkOCFCjdg2dFATHvgFYCGtoCSlycE7NRy-9-OsB3s
https://friendsofboltonlakes-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/2GgJUR78Kt8oYtrMVW6jqnnMfgcmqBztwhS0ax2u0WGE4doldmAEYvOkjOwE6SSTx58uI3pDr1i-CO5LqsCISCEPoKRcn9r6g_VtK1PcXm7UVOXNvcN_l_now12_ZR-Md_6eXIG8kKqI8j1lTPiyc49VhPnj_l9HkNfx18q_cQ7yHH7VAkWTc_xtVhhmPJrIwyACR4FbO9wTri1zIFBYiqxCKuS7XQQWVoqWhvmXv3eNL6vTXRgIBiXvo4rKMYNN-aA

request of Chief Petruzzi, FBL purchased a ‘stop for pedestrians’ sign for the center of the
crosswalk.

FBL’s Second Annual Social: With the success of last year’s FBL social, we are going to
make this an annual event. This year the social will be on Saturday, September 6th from
12:00pm to 4:00pm at Indian Notch Park in Bolton on Lower Bolton Lake. The rain date will be
Sunday, September 7th at the same time. Similar to last year, there will be food, drinks, games
for the children (and children-at-heart), and a chance to meet with your neighbors and friends.

Membership: FBL encourages all residents and visitors to the Bolton Lakes Region to join FBL.
Membership in FBL provides you with periodic newsletters, email blasts of important and timely
information, forums with informative speakers with expertise in their fields, and strong advocacy
with the towns, legislators and the Department of Energy and Environment Protection (DEEP).
Also, your dues support the FBL’s continued monitoring of the water quality of our lakes. Your
membership dues are our main source of working capital. Memberships run from January
through December each year, while the sign-up period runs from October through the end of the
following September. So, if you joined in October 2024 or later, you are a 2025 member. Our
membership roll for this point in the year is running behind the past few years. Please renew or
start your membership on the FBL webpage found here or by mailing in the membership form
with your payment. Thanks for your support!

Change in Webmaster: Since its inception, Tish Weisser has served as the webmaster for the

FBL webpage. Along with keeping it up to date, she has added a membership pay page and an

invasive plant reporting tool. Okay, her husband Paul helped too. The board would like to thank

Tish (and Paul) for their hard work for over ten years. Our new board member, Emily Morris, has
taken over the webmaster role and will also oversee the FBL Facebook page.

FBL Board
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