Friends of Bolton Lakes
2013 Activities & 2014 Objectives

Friends of Bolton Lakes (FBL) was organized in 2013 to protect and enhance the ecological health of Connecticut’s Bolton Lakes, their surrounding areas and watershed. Much was accomplished in 2013. Much is planned for 2014.
1. Goal:  Provide an organization through which citizens can work together on issues related to the health and well being of the Bolton Lakes and their watershed.
a. 2013 – Incorporate Friends of Bolton Lakes as a not-for-profit 501c3 with 100 members from Bolton and Vernon. Established a website at www.friendsofboltonlakes.org  and an extensive email list for current information dissemination.
b. 2014 - Increase membership and financial resources to undertake citizen-based monitoring activities and engage technical experts in collaboration with town and state activities.

2. Goal:  Collaborate with towns, state and other organizations to advocate for activities on behalf of lakes and watershed that are beneficial to lake health and are cost effective.
a. 2013 – Established relations with Bolton and Vernon town officials. Bolton won state STEAP grant ($250,000 over five years) devoted to lake and remediation. Received a Pratt & Whitney grant to design and construct a rain garden that provides a model for runoff water management for watershed properties. Successfully constructed the rain garden at Indian Notch town beach.
b. 2014 - Collaborate with Town of Bolton to assure most effective use of STEAP Grant resources. Expand communications and collaboration to include watershed towns of Coventry and Tolland and raise their awareness of watershed issues and activities. Foster multi-town collaboration among their commissions, boards and administrators   
3. Goal: Establish citizen-based monitoring of lakes to proactively assure early problem identification and intervention, and to assist towns and state in lake and watershed management.
a. 2013 - Carried out catfish population assessment activities to validate extent and maturity of population in Lower Lake. Conducted and recorded water clarity testing. Initiated citizen-based aquatic plants surveys of Lower and Middle Lakes—identified Middle Lake water milfoil proliferation. Disseminated Vernon Conservation Commission protocol for citizens to submit aquatic samples for expert identification. 
b. 2014 – Establish citizen-based monitoring of lakes to provide information useful to lake and watershed management activities.
4. Goal: Identify and engage organizations and expert resources to support  the development of an effective lakes and watershed management activity that will insure long range lakes’ health and minimize costs to towns and state.
a. 2013 - Exchanged information and data with academic and private sector limnologists and biologists. Researched lake science materials to improve understanding and communication with these outside experts. Collected information regarding the activities at other lakes having similar algae and invasive aquatics issues. Assembled a 50-year historical lakes data base that can be used as a basis for analysis and root cause understanding.

b. 2014 - Expand network to additional lake organizations and experts familiar with lake ecology and watershed management. Establish and financially support technical expert activities that will augment state and town funded programs leading to long range lake and watershed management plans. Sponsor at least two meetings that bring together technical experts to discuss their findings and progress toward a shared understanding.     
5. Goal:  Disseminate information and organize educational opportunities for watershed and lake residents that encourage and support ecologically sound land and lake water use practices. 
a. 2013 - Utilized FBL web site and periodic FBL Newsletter to inform residents of activities and resources available. Ecology section of web site used to provide residents with educational materials on recognizing and monitoring blue-green algae and aquatic plants and lawn care and land use best practices. Installed model rain garden at Indian Notch to demonstrate best practice for managing water runoff. Sponsored and carried out CT DEEP Invasive Plant Investigator training program to help citizens recognize invasive plant species and limit their introduction into Bolton Lakes via recreational boaters. 

b. 2014 - Continue to identify and disseminate best practices information.
